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To generalize—To reduce a common frac-
tion to a decimal fraction, change the numer-
ator to tenths, hundredths or thousandths
and so forth, and divide by the denominator.
The quotient will be, of course, the same
name as the numerator, so we say, "Point
off as many decimal places in the answer as
there are in the numerator."
6. Squared paper is an excellent aid in
seeing decimal relations. For instance, using
the 10X10 square drawn on the blackboard
or on a large sheet of manila paper (also,
when possible, by children using the cross-
section paper, invaluable for showing
mathematical relations), give a series of
"quick" problems like the following:
 7. Surface. Surface is extended this year
to the triangle, parallelogram and trapezoid.
The general principle is established of com-
paring all figures with the rectangle.
1. The  tri-   Q	c
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


angle ajj \~> in	~~~ -
a
Fig. 1 is divid-
ed into 2 right
triangles I and
II. ABC is
seen to be equal
to i of the rec-
tangle ABNO.
By cutting, and
m,
Fig.  1.
pasting   I   on
III,	the student
sees the triangle ABC will make the rec-
tangle MBNC, or he may cut, paste II on
IV,	and see ABC will make MCOA.    He
sees that the area of the triangle is equal- to
the area of a rectangle of the same altitude
and whose base is half that of the i^riangle.
Base
This is stated:
Area of triangle=
XAltitude.
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2. In Fig. 2
the child sees
triangle ACB
=t r i a n g 1 e
ADB, and that
I + II = CA-
DB; and so he
sees that the
area of tri-
angle =4 area
o f rectangle
whose base and	Flgr* 2*
altitude are the same as those of the triangle.
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DECIMAL SQUARES
I place a value of $7 on the 100 squares;
show me one row and give the value. Write
the equation (1/10 of $7=$.70). Show me
one of the squares and give its value. Write
the equation (1/100 of $7=$. 07), I place a
value of $.05 on 10 of these squares. Find
the value of the 100, etc. Let the en-
tire 100 squares represent a ton of coal.
Show .05 of the squares and tell how many
pounds are represented. Show .20, .10, etc.,
•until the 100 squares have been used. Thus
-05 of T= 100 Ib.
JOof T« 200 Ib.
.20 of T== 400 Ib.
1.00 of T=20001b.
 Fig. 3.
BXA
Fig. 3 shows triangle I=triangle II, 111=
IV, and so triangle ABC=i of rectangle
ABDE. The fact is realized that the area
of a triangle equals J the product of the
base and altitude. The best expression for
it is this: Area A=

